Opioid overdose response training in pharmacy education: An analysis of students' perception of naloxone use for opioid overdose prevention.
Pharmacists in New Mexico have prescriptive authority to prescribe naloxone. However, no formal naloxone training has been provided for students at the University of New Mexico College of Pharmacy. Training was incorporated into a pharmaceutical care laboratory course. First-year (P1) (n = 63) and third-year (P3) (n = 78) pharmacy students were asked to answer a pre- and post-training survey. The survey was designed to assess students' self-rated knowledge, clinical-type skills related to naloxone and opioids, and attitude toward prescribing naloxone. In class students reviewed the epidemiology of opioid overdose and risk assessment methods for patients, and the students practiced using an intranasal spray and an auto injector. The pre-survey showed that P3 students had higher confidence levels in regards to naloxone therapy compared with P1 students. However, educational materials significantly increased confidence levels in drug knowledge, clinical-type skills, and patient counseling in both cohorts. The P3 cohort tended to be more likely to disagree with advertisements about the availability of naloxone therapy by pharmacists as compared to the P1 cohort. P1 and P3 students demonstrated improved knowledge, skills, and attitudes in regards to naloxone therapy and dispensing. Naloxone training is essential to increase pharmacy students' knowledge about opioid overdose and naloxone benefits. Although the training helped increase students' confidence level, additional practical training and longitudinal instruction in a pharmacy curriculum would be valuable so that students could transfer the knowledge into practice as a pharmacist.